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had left Gaza, and that his advanced guard had reached
hAiish. It was reported that the Sultan had ordered a
trench to be dug from the fountain of 'Allan up to Jebel
Alimer (red mountain) and beyond the fields of Matariyyeh,
and he then erected large shields along that trench, the guns
were drawn up and arranged round them and the wooden
carriages, already mentioned as having been made at the
citadel. Then the Sultan ordered Amir Mamay al-Saghir, the
Inspector of Markets, to issue a proclamation to the shop-
keepers, chandlers, bakers, and butchers in Cairo to bring their
goods to the camp at the tomb of al-'Adil, and establish a
market there for the troops. The Sultan instructed the Vail
to proclaim that all the soldiers who had remained behind
vshould go out to Raidaniyyeh. So the torch-bearers (?) gave it
out in the quarters and streets that the Royal Memlooks were
to go out to the camp that day, under penalty of being hung
forthwith at their own doors. The Sultan caused this to be
proclaimed twice on that day, for he learnt that many of
the Royal Memlooks used to go out early in the morning
to the camp, so that the Sultan might see them, and return
to spend the night in their houses, and this displeased the
Sultan, and he ordered them to spend every night in camp.

On Friday, the 23rd, news came that Ibn 'Othman's
advance guard had reached Katiya, which greatly disturbed
the people. On Saturday, the 24th, the Sultan inspected
the troops in camp, and the whole body of them paraded.
The Sultan promised them that if they fought bravely against
Ibn 'Othman's army and defeated them he would pay them
ten ashrafls each, and give each of them a sword and shield.
He ordered Amir Ans Bai, Master of the Horse, to effect
a reconciliation between the roughs of al-Salibah and the
roughs of the town. It was reported on that day that the
Sultan set to work to construct a wall to protect the guns
which he had posted at Raidaniyyeh, and that the Sultan
carried some of the stones himself with the workmen. When
the soldiers saw that the Sultan was carrying stones himself